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ſo that they do in ſome — allow it, and in othexplaces diſallow ic: 
our Witneſs muſt be able to determine certainly upon his Oath, That 
thigexetciſe of Religion is not allowed by the Lyturgy or Prattice of 
the Church of Exgland ; and then, eric mihi magm Apollo 
But you will ſay, 8 That it is determined by the Church 
of Exgland already what only exerciſe of Religion is allowed, and 
by contequence all other are diſallowed: So that, the Witneſs needs 
only to tell, In what-manner they exerciſed Religion, and the Judges 
will tell the Jury, That the Lytargy and Pratizce of the Church 
of England doth allow it, and then it will be clear between the Wit- 
neſs and the Judges to the Jury-man's conſcience, that the Priſoner 
is guilty according to the /ndithwent, But will this ſatisfie you Sit? 
Can you take a pa te and teaſty Judge's word as your infalli- 
ble DireRor in ſo many moſt difficult Controverſies as muſt in this 
caſe be decided? Will you pin your Faith upon the Judges ſleeve in 
matters of Religion, (of which perhaps he knows no more then he 
can ſind ini the Statut - Book,) when you have rejected the Church of 
Kom, with all her pretences of . /»falib1lity, from being Determi- 
nefs in this mutter? Where I pray hath the Church of England de- 
termined all Acts of Religion that are to be performed by five or more 
perſons?” Doth,fhe:not tell us, the Scriptures are the Word of God ? 
Doth ſhe not comaiend it as à perfect Rule of Faith, and Manners ? 
Doth ſhe pot-tranſlate it into out Mother Tongue, and charge us to 
tende irdiligiencty? And mult we not obey What we judge we find 
there? The Papfts ire in far better caſe than we, that are not per- 
mitted to read the Scri „if when we have read · hem we. muſt 
be puniſhed for underllanding and obeying them A can. O 
wittily done, Robbin Everard, that didſt chooſe rather to go to Rome, 
than return to the Church of .Eng/and ! perhaps thou thought 'ſt ſhe 
was haſtning thither, and thou wo-1dft go before to get a good quat- 
ter, :as Fearing thou ſhouldſteſcaice get any entertainment when ſo 
great an Atmy came. Bur to return, Doth the Church of Exgland 
allo ny one manner of exerciſe of Religion, that is, reading the 
Lytw/gyt Why then do ye Preachers uſiiatly make Prayers befote and 
after yourSermons; that are not in the Lyturgy ? Doth not the Church 
of. England allow what the. Sctiptures command. hat- the divine Au- 
thor to the Hebrews commands Chiiſtians, Heb. 10. 244 25. To Cone 
Hider wie another, to run one another to Love, and to God Works, and 
181 8 | B : not 


10) 
not to forſake the — themſtive together,as the manner ef ſome 1: 
For how ſhould they provoke one another to Love and Good-Workg, 
if theyſhoald not Aﬀemble ? but you will ſay,. They.muſt aſſemble 
among their Neighbors at Church;but there is only one permitred to 
exhort the reſt, if any other ſhouſd ſpeak there to exhorc one another, 
he ſhould preſently be haled to priſon, and. perhaps loſe his life 
among the Rabble. The ſame Author commands us #0 exbort one ane. 
ther daily,while it is called to day, left any be bardened through the deceit- 
fulneſs of fn, What, wil not the Church of E agland allow us to endea- 
vour to prevent the deceitfulneſs of ſin, and hardneſs of heart? Surely 
the Lyrurgy (in the Letany) hath one clauſe againſt hardneſs of 
heart; muſt-we pray againſt it, and not labour __ ? How ab- 
furd is that ? Or rt ? goth not the Church of Exgland allom a man 
to reade the Scri or the Lyturgy in bis own Family, if there be 
five perſons beſides his Family? And is not reading: the Scriptures 
an exerciſe of Religion? Doth not the Church eons allow five 
perſons beſides the Family to meet together, to conſult of relieving 
« poor Widow or Fatherleſs, and to exhort and ſtir up one another to 
this work by mutual Conference or continued Speeches, and Orati- 
ons out of the Scriptures, and to pray for one another, that they 
way keep themſelves unſpotred from the Adulteries, Fornications, 


Prophane Sweatings, ions, Cruelties, Malice, Envie, Re- 
vente, Covenant- Breaking, Perſecution of Gdod men, and all 
manner of Debaucherys of the times? But the Famer laith, 


Pury Religion, and andefiled is this, to wifit the FathorltF and Widdeaws 
in their ab,, «nd v0 keep himſelf nuſpotted from the world. Who 
will dare to take his Oath, the Church ofEngland doth not this allow? 
Again, I would fain know whether a man may. not — [4 
People to his Houſe,and there feed their hungry bodies, influ 
their ignorant ſoult in the knowledge of the Goſpel, without incurring. 
the penalty of this Law ? Is not this an Act of Religion? Cum any 
man be ſaved without Charity ? Doth the Church of England ngt al- 
lo us to go in the way to Heaven, except it baniſh us to — or 
Face? It ſhall be lawful there to obey God and be Merciful, but 
not in England, . * 2» | eo 15 77 
The holy Apoſtle Pau bids us, Rom. f a. 15. Rejoyce with them hat | 
rejqce, and mourn with them that monry; and the Apoſſle aus bids 
us Cenfeſs our fanitrone to another, and pray ene for another, ( Jars. 5. 
X : . 16. 
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16.) that we may be bealed 3| What, muſt we not do it, five ot 
fix together, without Baniſhment ? Doth not the Church of England 
allow it > Have we, not juſt cauſe to ſay to theſe, as our Lord ſaid to 
the Sctibes and Pharifes, Thw have ye made the Commandment of God 
of none fett by your Tradition, Statute. 9 2 . 
Nay, beſides the Contradiction to our Saviour's Commands, 
Doth not ſuch an Interpretation of this Law, ( forbidding all Reli- 
ion of fix perſons, but what is performed #t Church by bearing a 
arſon , reade the Lyturgy, as the never-to-be-forgotren' Judge 
Bridgman expounded it to the ever-to-be-remarked Hartford Juryes ) 
Doth it not I fay, make us inbumane beaſts, as well as icreligious 
men and women ? for how can a man in prudence ſuffgr his wife to 
go to her neighbours labour when ſhe cryes out for her help, leſt per- 
aps there ſhould be four more, and they all be taken for Conventi- 
clers, for.certainly in ſuch-extremities, it is uſual for the Labouting 
woman to cry — — which is a plain Act of Religion ; 
nay, I hear it is common to the good Women after they have finiſh» 
ed their work, for the Midwife or ſome other to give thanks, and 
ray ſolemnly in other manner than is any where to be found in the 
yturgy. Let it therefore be confidered, that the Travelling-wo- 


man, of any other for ber, be henceforth prohibited to prey unto God 
n ſuch caſes, leſt ſhe bring upon her Neighbours for their good-will 


and humanity, the penalty of three or fix months impriſonment, or 
Baniſhment for ſeven years. Or for better ſecurity, let the Parſon 
alwayes be ſent for as ſoon as the Midwife, to act his part among the 
good women till their work be finiſhed, 30 
Again, bow will ir be ſafe for man to go to his deceaſed Neigh- 
bours funeral, left ſome body ſhould ſalute the ſurviving Relative 
with a I pray God comfort you, or I pray God give you Foy after your 
Sorrow, and ſo make the whole company liable to a penalty > The 
like may be (aid, for praying Foy to anew married Couple, or ſaying 
od be with your to Our fiend, taking a Journey by Land, or a Voyage 
y Sea, or much more for five perſons going to their neighbours to 
dinner, except the Prieſt be there to ſay Orace. 

Bur laſtly, I know not bow any perſons meeting together upon 
ini Occaſſon whatſoever can eſcape, taking Judge Hridgman's Sen- 
tencefor Law, that is, ſaich he, Tow maſt not expe? 4 plain punitual 
Evidence ag «inſt them for any thing 9 ſaid or did at their Meeting, 
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wr they maj Sheak to ona another, theuyh. not nh or by auricuter ſound, 

Sh n: or « motion bf the bead or foot, er geftrere of the 
body, & c. if you find or believe in your hearts that they were in the Meet... 
8 of Religiam in their way, thengh — — full only, and 
ooked upon each any, rs they cannot ſay what they did there, at was 
as Unlawful Mietivg,; & c. I they that are cn to give Verdict ac- 
cording to Evidence, may proceed to condemn men WithoutEvidence 
accotdipg to hat they believe in their heart; and if they may with- 
out. hearing or. ſeeing what they did, judge them according to what 
may. be in theighearts or geftures ;- then may the Judge have his skin 
pulled over his ears for falſe Judgment, for it n be he knows in his 
own conſcience.it was ſo. But [ith he, their uſe aud prafiice mas nit 
according to tho Igtur gie of, the Church of England, for it allows and- 
ac when people meet toget ber in the Church, that Devine Service 
ſhould be read, &. Is it not rarely well argued ? the Lyturgy com- 
mands that when people meet together it the Church, Divine Service 
(ball be read, therefore it doth not allow that when 82 ate met 
together in — houſe, Divine Exhortations ſhould be given, or 
that people ſhould fit together without ſaying ot doing any thing. 
This is not Lawyers Latin, but Lawyers Logick, and the great and 
 dreadfal God of Heaven and Earth will try it, vhethet it be made in 
any true mode or figure of Juſtice; I have proved to you in ma- 
ny caſes, and might in many more, that if the Lyturgy: be: not 
contrary to the Scriptures and it ſelf, it allows of Meetings and Acts 
of Religion, the manner whereof is not determined by the Lyturgy 
of the Church of England. - The Judge might 26 well haye argued. 
thus ; The L urgy allows men to eit and drink Bread and Wine 
given by the of a Prieſt at Church; Theref6re men may not 
eat and drink Bread and Wine with thankſgiving at their own T- 
bles. If a Sophiſter in the Schools ſhould uſe ſuch a Fallacy, he migbt 
be hiſſed at For a Dance, and there's an end onꝰt; but to delude 
and-Jury-mens Conſciences, and to baniſh harmleſs and meek men 
from their Native Country, Husbands from their dear Wives, Pa- 
rents from their tender Babes, Kinsfolk ftom Kinsfolk, and loving 
Neighbours and Friends from the ſweet ſociety of their Nei $ 
and Friends; this is intolerable,and.a Judgment that God will judge 
and I perſwade my ſelf you will ever keep-your ſelf from 
in ſuch groſs Iniquity,, And this leads me tothe conſideration the 
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Equitablenefa of the puniſhment, and the-prapoxtion that is between 
that and the.Offence ; for in all juſt La the penalty is not greater 
than the nature of the Fault requires.. Nom ſuppoſing the Fault to 
be ſych as the Interpreters would make us believe, that is, that men 
and women fram an erroneous perſwaſion do meet together, to wor- 
ſhip.God' in-other manner than is allowed by the urch of Zxg- 
land, can it be — 1 would puniſh ſuch an Error 
as this with horrid Bani ment for ſeven years 7. far be it from us to 
think ſo unworthily of an Exgliſb Parliament, No, the Intention of 
the Parliament it manifeſt from the Title and Preface of the Act: 
the Title, A» Al taprevent and ſuppreſs (editions Convent icles: but what 
Sedition in worſhipping God-erroneoutly ? The Preface, For remedy 
againſt; Seditions Settaries and other ure f#r ſons, who under pretence of 
ender Conſciences, do at their Meatings comrive Inſurreftions, cc. and 
therefore the matter of Fa is, perſons meeting under colour aud pre- 
rence of Religion; whereby it plainly appeats they intended not to 
iſh thoſe that have no other Intention in their religious Exerciſes 
— appears ;' but ſuch as only. pretend Religion for Seditious 
ends: To ſuch indeed, where that Seditious mind is diſcovered and 
manifeſt, the-puniſhment. may be proportionate ;. but for perſons 
that have no other intention in Meeting, or at leaſt in whom no 
othet intention can any Way be made manifeſt, but to pleaſe God 
and ſatisſie their own” Confciences, for. them to be puniſhed in 
this manner, is like as if a Parent (ſhould baniſh one of his Chil- 
dren out of his preſence, and from his table, into Famaice or Barba- 
des to be educated, among his Cow-berds and Hog-heyds for ſeven 
yeats,' becauſe be hath a weak ſtomach and cannot eat the wholſome 
o0d of the other Children, Therefore it is wholly to be held that 
either this is not the puniſhment, or that is not the offence ;. for there 

is no proportion between them. N : 

Again, how can it be imagined the Parliament would forbid all 
religious Meetings, ſave at the Pariſh Church, becauſe thirty men 
once came out of ſuch.a Meeting to make a Sedition and Tumult? 
Can any man ſuppoſe that InſurreRions are contrived in a Meeting 
of eighty or an hundred People of all ſorts, Men, Women and 
Children? Surely no State or Kingdom need fear ſuch Plots; Are not 
Laſutrections rather conttiyed in ſecret. chambers, where queſtion- 
leſs there are not above five beſides thoſe of the houſhold A wh 
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Proud it — ied wan to come — upon 
any occaſion ny number? You- will ſay- this cannot 
de, for it wilt d by Trading and Sdeiety? But what I pray, is not 
trading for kes ven t ind religious Society, ' as neceſſary as civil com- 
metce es? * — will ſay, The muy mcet 
at the Pat > Wr Reli But 1 have del 
fote, that man 


bee to lows? in Religion which . de 
done there, neither is ĩt petmitted if it — 2 befides Sedi t 
on hath been moved and acted at the publick Ganz, -Witneſs Scot- 
lam in the begining of thelure Wars und — Duck, at Mapnes : 
A common thing to preect Sedition in the Piſpit. Mut we there- 
fore be Probibitel from Anden at Church, an ind coniiniided to Wor- 
ſhipGod at home, every Family by it ſelf ? if ſome perſons abuſe 
of a thing could have made it unlawful, we ſhould by this time have 
had nothing lawful. « The Fa the Goſpel wes in the pureſt 
times; done by ſoine out of envy yet that did 2 
thers from doing ĩt dt of good wk 7500 Grace of God was by dome 
turned into L Ericulvets, yet it taught others to deny all ungodli- 
neſs and worldly luſts,8&c,- Thoſe that met Sediti 2 there« 
in as offenſiye to thoſe that meer now peaceably, and religiouſly, 
as they were to the King and Parliamepr. 

Now Sir, upbn the whole matter that I may drm to 8 conclu- 
ſion; Can you believe in your conſcience that the Quakers and 
others that come before you for religious Meetings, have ſeditious In- 
rentions and Contrivances under t 5 Religion > Do you 
think it any Witneſs or] . Earth to ſatisſie y — 
ſworn conſcience, — the Exerciſe of Religion N Quaker 
or any other profeſſion among us is not allowed by ptures, 
Lytnrgy or Practice of the Church of England ? Miliake me — 1 
ſay frat that you cannot be ſatisfied in conſfience that ſome profeſ- 
fionsds.ert in ſome matters of. Doctrine ot PiaRtice, ſo as that you 
gat neither rovſerſt. with them,” nor do ag they do: But cin y rake 
your Ott thar they err malicrouſl AR Ee you venture your Eternal 

anyone —_ _ exerci Venen 7 «fin that deſerves 
to with ſeven years ent 

| Suppoſe ene itnefs ſa were met together at a private hovie, 
ee pray Ar together, ene another, but d not ren 
either t out of a Bookcalſedthe Z E ; 


_  X a a& a (S << So. .Tc cc. ] 


ou hereupon pawn your Soul and all your earthly comforts; that the 
— gad according to the Indictment ? Tbey hall he banithed — 
of their Country. fo ſeven yeats ; WI Van freely be baniſhed out 
of Heaven -evermore , if they be- not ſuffieientiy puvedegrlty > 
They ſhall be ſent to Famaice or Bade,; Will you be ſent to Hell 
if they be not ſufficiently proved guilty? They ſhall be ſeparated 
from theit Wives, Children, Parents, Kinsfalky Friends and Neigh - 
bouis for ſeven years.; will you willingly by ſeparated ſtom the pre- 


"om | 
and the Judge tell you that this is rociene as to matter of fact; came 


ſence.of-the Lord and his holy Angels and Sainte far ever; if ny de 
err 


not ſufficiently proved guilty ? They ſhall be damniſied in t 
Trades, and in the comfortable enjoyment of theit Families and 
Friends; are 8 ta be curſed by God in your Trades, Fa- 
milies, Friends, and in whatſoaver is dear v you, if tbey be not ſuf- 
ficiently proved guilty ?., They ſhall bz hanged: up is Felons if they 
return without Licence in ſeven years ſpace ; can you appeal to God 
with a good conſcience, and ſay-defore the great and dreadful Judge 
of Heaven and Earth; Lord, let me ſuffer Dazth and Damnation as 
a Murderer , if theſe __ be not ſuſſicjently proved guilty 2 
Whoever. underſtands the nature of anjOath and Verdict, this is the 
Caſe between the Jury-man and. the Priſoner,: N 

But you will ſay, Perhaps the Judge will be angry, & threaten, and 
ſay, My Maſters, will you makg « noſe of wax if the Lar, and ſuffer the 
Lew ta be beffiid.? thoſe that think, te deceive the Law, the Law wil 
deceive them.: and perhaps I ſhall be ſent for to the. Cavite and im- 
priſoned in the Gelaber, and ſo be undene by great Charges and 


loſs of my Trade. But ſuch a thing ay that would be ſuch Injuſtice as 


never was heard of; and it cannot be imagined, that his Majeſty 
would ſuffer it: It is altogether improbable that any man ſhould ſuf- 
fer in this kind: I only ſuppoſe the worſt that can be ſuppoſed- ; and. 


if the work is to be hom much more when it ſhall be only 


a Chiding ? Task thee again, Whether thou hadſt rather incur the diſ- 
pleaſure of God or of man > Whether thou hadſt rather ſuffer from 
men in thy Trade, Family-and Liberty, or be curſed by God in them 
all > Whether the Gatehouſe or Hell be worſe > Whether it be not bet- 
tet to truſt God, with a good conſcience, than to truſt the Devil 
with a bad one ? If thou doſt believe that God rules the world, that 
be favoureth and bleſſeth the Righteous, and puniſheth the Wicked, 
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